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Important SECRET 
Come to Light | * 
STATES. GE NERAL's 
Refuſing to Guaranty ths: E. 2 . tis 3 1 
Hr, and to act offenſively againſt 5 
France in the Nether lands, as lately propoſed 1 
by the Miniſters of G. B. | Þ 


BEING e 
The Arguments uſed by Mynheer at 7 
a Conference held the beginning of October = 
laſt at the Hague, with two B= Noble- 
men, juſtifying the . of th United 


Provi nces. 
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5 Important SECRET, Sc. 


* GENTLEMEN, 


FTER ſo many ſolid Reaſons VIEW 

aſſigned by the Miniſters of the Repub- 
lick for not entering into any new offenſive A. 
liance in ſo critical a Conjuncture as the preſent, 


it would ſeem unneceſſary to add any thing on 
the Subject: But ſince the uncommon Eager- 


neſs with which ſuch an Alliance is ſtill preſſed, 

requires a clear and definite Anſwer, it becomes 
incumbent on thoſe in the Direction of publick 
Affairs here, not only to give ſuch a final An- 
ſwer, but their Reaſons at large for their Diſin- 
clination to the contracting any new Engage- 
ments that might precipitate the Republick 
into Meaſures of Violence and Expence, with- 
out any Views of advancing either the immedi. 
ate Intereſt of their Country, or that of her 


Hansen N whom it is infinuated the 
i een | 


* Meffieurs, applied, in the N 8 N 3 to the 
Nobles and Commoners when ud in 28 iſcourſes. 


14 
eee Alliance is calculated to ſupport. The 


eference due to the auguſt Princes from whom 
the Overture comes; and the high Eſteem in 
which we hold the noble Perſonage laſt come to 


us upon the Errand, require that our Refuſal of 


the Alliance in queſtion ſhould be fo juſtified, 
as that not only the Nations immediately con- 
cerned, but all Europe may perceive the Re- 
Ritude of our Conduct, from the Force of our 
Reaſons in ſupport of Us | 
I am forry, for many Reaſons, that this ar- 
duous tho' neceſſary Task has been aff gned to 
me; who, of all my Colleagues, am the leaſt 
qualified for a Diſquiſition of ſo delicate a Na- 
ture; but that which heightens my Anxiety the 
moſt i is, that I ſhall be obliged to ſpeak Truths, 
which I could wiſh to be diſpenſed from ſpeak- 
ing in the Preſence of ſome whoſe Conduct I 
eannot approve of, as highly as I honour their 
Perſons, But tho' the Nature of my Subject re- 
' quires I ſhould explain myſelf with Freedom, I, 
ſhall carefully avoid all perſonal Reflection, a 
Caution, which, I am ſorry to ſay, has not been 
obſerved with regard to the chief Miniſters of 
the Republick, during'the Courſe of this long 
Negotiation, 
Tho we Dutchmen, whether from Diſcretion 
or Phlegm, hold or ſeem to hold a deaf. Ear to 
all Tale-Bearers, yet are not we the leſs ac- 


| quainted with-the ſecret Caiummies of them Who 


make us openly the warmeſt Profeſſions. . But, 
BG & ne _ 
8 orl 


om * 
*% World. chat no Bamb Gold, the Dread of 4 
Stadtholder, nor that of being rid of Power, 
have had any the leaſt Influence on our Con- 
duct in not chiming in with the Vicus of a 
neighbouring Miniftry, who, if we may allow 
them to have any Vieus at all, are ſuch only 
as regard their own private Intereſt. As my 
Intention is as general as my Expreſſion, I hope 
none here preſent will do me the Injuſtice to ar- 
raign me of glancing at him in particular. _ 
If from what I ſhall ſay on the Subject of 
the propoſed Alliance, it ſhall appear to be de- 
ſtructive of the Tranquility, Trade and Inte- 
reſt of the Republick, J hope our Diſapproba- 
tion of it won't be imputed to either the Influ- 
ence or Gold of France. I won't take upon 
me to charge either the late or preſent Miniſters 
of L-—z with being Penfioners to that 
Crown; but I ſay, that they could not have 
ſerved her more efficaciouſly had they taſted 
| liherally of her Bounties. I believe none of 
7. | 7 this Cons will diſpute the implicit Re/igna- 
tion of all the Britiſb Miniſters except the pre- 
ſent, ſince the Acceſſion of the preſent Royal 
Line, to the Defires, I may ſay, Commands 
of Fance. The Matter is too ſelf-evident to 
be controverted : The only Doubt that remains 
| is with regard to the preſent Miniſtry, who 
; would be thought the Terror of France and 
the Champions of their own Country; but 
ſhould it appear, as I hope to be able to make 
it, from the Conduct of the new Miniſtry, that 


they 
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they were no leſs under French Influence than 
the late, I may be allowed, that they of all 


Men had the leaſt Right to charge others with 
being what the World takes themſelves to be, 


either the Dupes or Penfioners of France. The E 


Expreſſion may be thought harſh ; but it is by 
thoſe only who are unacquainted with the late 
ſecret Arts made uſe of to irritate our Commo- 
nalty againſt their Superiors. | 


But the being Penſioners to France is not the 


only Charge induſtriouſly whiſpered againſt the 
Miniſters of the Republick. The Dread of a 


| Stadtholder i is imputed to them as the moſt hei- 


nous Crime. How great have been the Pains, 


how refined the Addreſs, to inſpire the People, 


on this Head, with Sentiments i injurious to the 


Honour and Probity of thoſe in the Admini- 
ſtration of our Affairs. They have been paint- 


ed in ſuch odious Colours as but too plainly 


ſhewed a ſecond unnatural e was recom- 


mended and expected. 
However neceſſary ſuch a Chicf as a a Stad. 


Zolder may have been deemed by our Anceſtors © 
in the Infancy of the Republick, I am neither 


aſhamed norafraid to declare that I am againſt 
veſting any Perſon with a Power, which, in its 
Nature, 1s inconſiſtent with the Freedom of a 


Commonwealth, unleſs it be in Caſes of im- 
minent Danger and Neceſſity, ſuch as induced 


the Commonweal th of Rome, before it became 


viciated by the Arts and Wealth of Individuals, 


to DFI ample Power to a Dictator. It was 
| the 
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the Continuance of that i 7h Poaver beyond 0 
the Danger, beyond the Time limited by the 
Conſtitution, which occaſioned the Loſs of Ro- 
man Liberty. Nor was the Continuance of the 
Stadtbolderſbip in one Family like to be leſs de- 
ſtructive to the Liberty of this Republick. Our 
Annals bear witneſs of this Truth. How pre- 
carious was the Freedom of our Country when 
the Prince, Stadtholder, impriſoned fox of the 
principal Members of the Republick, and at- 
tempted to ſurprize Anſterdam, and, failing. 
openly inveſted it with Troops intruſted to his 
Command for the Safety of that very Com- 
monwealth which he attempted ta oppoſe.” 
Such is, and ſuch always will be the Danger of 
delegating too great Power to an Individual; | 
but of all Power, that of an Armed Force is 
the moſt dangerous, the Nature of Military 
Diſcipline being ſuch, as ſubjects an Army im- 
plicitly to the Will of a Commander. 
But if the Pretext for the oppreſſive At- 
tempt upon our chief City, and the Confine- 
ment of our Chiefs in thoſe Days be conſider- 
ed, it will be the leſs excuſable. The only 
Crime alledged to the Magiſtrates of Anſter- 
dam was, that they — upon a Reduction 
of the Land F — as being unneceſſary and 
burthenſome, and firmly oppoſed the Prince 
who would conſtitute ra without Neceſſi 
for Purpoſes of. no Benefit to the Republick. 
The ſadden Death of that Prince put an End 
at that Time to the dreadful Ae of 


Our 
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dür beſt Subjefts' concerning their Libertzes; 


and the Revolution in England opened a new 


Channel for employing the Martial Genius of 


his Son and Succeſſor, 8 
Thus has Providence W the Rabe of 


the Republick from two Dangers, which were 


but too obvious and imminent in the Days of 


dur Fathers; but how unnatural would we 
their Sons be, ſhould we a third Time ciſk the 
Liberties of Poſterity in hopes of a third mira- 
culous Deliverance:? I fhan't at this time enter 
into the perſonal Character of any particular 


Perſon ; but certainly this * Letter in my 
Hand, which I am fatisfied is not of Dutch: 
Manufacture, proves but too evidently that 
there are; Men who thirſt to be above the Le- 


vel of Subjects. . I confeſs I am againſt all ſuch 
Inequality from the Dread. of the bad Uſe 3 | 


might be made of it. And tho' in 167 
late Stadthalder refuſed the Sovereignty of Ie. 
derland, which the States of that Province un- 
wiſely and unfaithfully offered to him; yet it 
was but evident that the Prince would have 


been leſs paſſive, and had not hid himſelf, like 


Saul, if the other Provinces had been as liberal 


and obſequious. J am not inclined to truſt the 
Freedom of my Country to the Caprice or Am- 


bition of any Man, much leſs of one preſuming 
on the nene of an een that certainly 


could 
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Ms Soppoſed t to be a late Wider from the Prince of O to 
the States General, concerning their late Military Promotions, 
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| could not have been calculated for cultivating 
the Confidence of the Republick. 80 
"The Dread of being ſtrip'd of Power, or 
rather the Luſt of <a is. the third Charge 
) privately ſuggeſted againſt the Miniſters of the 
| Republick. They little know how greatly the- 
Tail of Office in this Country exceeds the E- 
moluments that accrue from it, who arraign 
Dutch Miniſters of Uafaithfulneſs to their 
Country in order to continue their Power. Tis 
not here as with thoſe who ſeeretly ſeek to diſ- 
＋ 0• credit us with our Fellow- Subjects. We have 
no immenſe publick Revenue to count over a 
Gridiron ; every Town in each Province having 
| its own diſtindt Receivers ; and the Revenue of 
each applied under their own particular Inſpec- 
tion. We have no immenſe Civil-Lift Reve- 
nue to diſpoſe of in corrupting thoſe, who 
in the different Cities and Provinces are the 
Guardians of public Liberty and the Truſ- 
tees of the Pedple. We have not ſuch deſtruc- 
/ tive Weapons put into our Hands by the Con- 
ſtitution to cut away the Virtue of our Coun- 
trymen or Freedom of our Country. There 
are no Salaries annexed to Employments here, 
that could tempt a Man to continue in Office, 
but with a View of ſerving his Country. The 
largeſt exceeds not + 10000 Guilders per An-. 
num ; and thoſe of moſt of the eminent Em- 
ployments 
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ployments equal not 1 of many of - Your ir Of- 


fice-Clerks in England. We have no Prince 1 
to make a Monopoly of; no Royal Ear to in- 
groſs ; there is no room for. Arts here to acquire 
the Confidence, of the Difributor of all Em- 
ployments Civil and Military. Here is no 


Court to be paid to the darling Paſſions of any 


one Magiſtrate. No Avarzce, no Unſteadinels 
noW akneſs, no miſtaken T, enderneſs is here to 
be indulged in order to acquire Power, or con- 


tinue it when acquired. 

No; few of us ſeek Employments ; . 1 if 
we do, tis with a View of ſerving our Coun- 
try, not to accumulate Wealth at her E; pence, 
and that of our own Honour and 1 Clence ; 
and they are conferred A the Suffrage of a free, 


unbiaſs'd, unawed Peo e, who ex cc no | dy | 


turns but Patroniſm. udge then, Gentlemen, 

if the Miniſters of the Republick have any 
Motives weighty enough to wiſh. to continue 
their Employments at the Expe: of their 
Honour, or.to the Diſadvantage of t heir Coun- 
try. Are there any ſuch Benefits, and ſuch 
Allurements in Office in this Country, as ſhould. 
induce a Man of ever ſo little Senſe of Virtue 
fo warp from the Duty of his Country, that. 
he may continue his Influence. I call it In- 
Puence to diſtinguiſh it from Power ; becauſe in 
reality there is no ſuch thing as Power lodged 
in any one Subject of this Commonwealth; and 
Soverongn,” thank Heaven, we have one: And 


1 as 


* 


111 
as for Influence, if any of the Miniſters have a- 
ny, it ariſes ſolely from the Opinion conceived 
of their Probity and Wiſdom. 
From this ſhort but faithful Portraiture. of 
the Miniſterial Function here, you may 
ceive the Juſtice of the Odium ſecretly 9 
voured to be fixed upon thoſe in the Admini- 1 
ſtration of our Affairs, for fupporting the Inte- 
reſt of the Republick, by thoſe who can have I 
no other View but the aggrandizing One of our 
Fellou- Subjects, perhaps at the Expence of the 
Lives of one or more of the Miniſters, who 
2 be ſuppoſed to ſtand in his Way to Pow- 
I have, perhaps, dilated longer on this 
Par of my Subject than might be agreeable, - 
but not more amply than was neceſſary, from 
late ſecret Attacks on the Characters of the beſt 
and worthieſt of our Fellow - Subjects. | 
Ts an ungrateful Taſk to rake into the 
Miſcondu& of others, particularly of thoſe 
whom one is inclined, for Intereſt as well as 
Choice, to think well of; but ſince | _ 
without Diſguiſe is become of abſolute Neceth 
ty in order to juſtify the Conduct on this Side 
of the Water, I hope I ſhall ſtand excuſable, 
for what the Nature of my Subje& requires [ 
ſhould confider with Plainneſs and Freedom. 
Here, was I inclined' to lay open old Sores, 
I might prove from the ſeveral Gradations of 
Miſconduct in the Cabinet of . ſince 
Queen Anne's Death, that the preſent Power 
of France, the Tnabi lity of this Republick, and. 
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bon the Foundation 


2 EY Fn 12 . . 
that of 8 itſelf, the LG of the 
Heireſs of Auſtria, and the Diſtractions of Eu- 


4 rope, are not ſo much the Effects of Chance 
and French Politicks as of B. Blunders and 


Cotruption. Of the latter, I am fatisfy'd the 
Miniſters of this Republik may be acquitted ; 


but! am ſorry. I cannot ſo juſtly acquit them of 


Error in embracing too implicitly many of the 
9115 Maxims of; their Neighbours ſince we Ac- 
Kol. 

The late Miniſters of the Republick, who 


alone are acconntable for a miſtaken, Deference 


the Cabinet of J in the late Reign, 

t be excuſable for ſuppoſing that a new Fa- 

y would take no Step to irritate or weaken 
che * Powers they could depend upon, much 
leſs —3 and aggrandize thoſe whom they had 
moſt Reaſon to dread and guard againſt. Our 
late Stateſmen might well be deceived in con- 


cCurring with a Court whoſe Intereſt was now 


the ſame with the Republick's. This 
they. built upon in acce- 

to the Quadruple Alliance, and the Treaty 
"A . Who could have imagined that 


a 1 10 Affection for a ſmall paternal Inheritance 


would biaſs Princes, or ſeduce Men of Senſe 
from the natural. Intereſt of new, powerful, and 
mighty Acquiſitions ? But as it is often found, 
that no Maxim is more deluſive than concluding 


that Men will act as it is their Intereſt they 
ſhould act, we find our late Miniſters implicit- | 


1y concurring with the Court of L—7, on a 
Suppoſition 


* 


„ N | 
Suppoſition that the natural Intereſt of B—— 7x f 
| 
| 


was the principal Object in view ; but, unhap- 
pily, our Countrymen were herein egregiouſly 
deceived. They might have obſerved a rooted {| 
Tenderneſ for Ne; and a ſtrong Paſſion 
for extending the E me Territories. "They | 
might have perceived that the late Head of the | 
Empire was 00 be weaken d, that he might not | 


have the Power to oppoſe the Extenſion of the 
| Ee; and that the Power and Wealth of 
pg B——# were to be made ſubſervient to the [| 
Views of becoming fo powerful in Germany, as 
to be able to diftate there in ſpite of the m — 
ror. a 
But the miſtaken Projuitice of the Court of | 
L——: in favour of , was not the on- | 
Iy Error which ſhould have induced our late 
Miniſters, had they obſerved it, to avoid the | 
Snares laid for them. They might have per- 
ceived ſuch a ſervile Dread of France rivetted 
5 on the Minds of the New Comers, as muſt ne- 
T ceſſarily throw the Balance of Power 1 into her 
Hands. In ſhort, they might have ſeen that 
every Meaſure of 'the Court of L——7, ſince 
the A n, had a View to extending and! Th. | 
riching the Family. Inheritance, or ſoothing and 
feeding the Vanity and Ambition of France. 
Theſe fatal Dior in the Maxims of tlie 
Court of L——n, however obvious they ſeem | 
to us at this Time, mult certainly have e 
the Notice of our late Miniſters, on a Sup 
| Yon "that * Coutifellors would not tp 


2 N 


— 
: CERPTTUIIL LL _QRLICYMRFMRXYXT== 


. 5 3 a a 
adopted them if they had any Tandeney'i inju- 
rious to the fines of their Country. 
alas! the moſt inexcuſable Error committed 


our late Miniſters, was, that they miſtook for 


Judgment, the flaviſh Submiſſion of venal Men, 
who, in every Inſtance fince the An, 
facrificed the Intereſt of their Wand to Fri 
vate Gain and R——1 Smiles. 

Nay, my L ds, tho” you are more po- 
kts than to interrupt me, I can perceive. the ex- 


traordinary Emotions which my laſt Expreſſions 


But 


have occaſioned i in your Breaſts. Have I ad- 


vanced any Thing in Disfavour of your Mini- 


ters of the late Reign, that their Conduct does 


not juſtify? Shall I enumerate their Treaties; 


their Conventions for foreign Troops and Sub- 


ſidies; their Quarrels with Sweden, the Empe- 
ror and Spain ; . their mean Obſequiouſneſs to 
France? Shall I mention the numerous Inſtan- 


ces in which they ſacrificed the Intereſt of their 
Country to that of a foreign Concern ?. Shall I 

ſhew for what vile Purpoſes, and with what 
dangerous Views: they had projected and ob- 
tained Laws that hourly endanger the Freedom 
of a brave People ? Shall I aſſign their Reaſons 


for continuing the National Dot, the exceſſive 
Burden of Taxes,. and for encreaſing the Reve- 
nue and Power of the Crown? My L——ds, 


if I deſcend. to a minute Diſquiſition of the 
Conduct of your late Miniſters, you will per- 
ceive e that 12 5 BURR, * more ſer of 

. em 
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e than they deſerved from all true F riends 


of G. B. n. 

1 wiſh that the Miniſters of the Lis Reigh 
were the only whoſe Conduct has raiſed the 
= Indignation of all Wel-wiſhers to the Li- 

rties of B — in particular, and thoſe of 


Europe in general. When Britain is free, the 


Liberties of Europe are ſafe; but can we ſay 
that her late Miniſter, who. had directed her 
Cabinet half the late Reign and all the preſent 
till lately, deſigned that his Country ſhould en- 
joy that ample Freedom which is neceſſary ſhe 
ſhould, to ſecure the general Freedom of Europe? 


No, the moſt ſanguine of his Advocates muſt 
own that he intended to raiſe a deſporick Power 


on the Ruins of the Conſtitution of his Coun- 
try, or that he blundered on, like a loaded 
Mule, ignorant of what he was about, or how 


far he was to go. And tho' we on "this Side 


the Water never held him for a Genius of the 
firſt Claſs, yet I am inclined to think that his 
Conduct has been owing more to Defign than 
Ignorance. His Adminiſtration was too much 
of a Piece, 'too uniform not to have been the 
Work of Defin. He ſeemed to have acted 
upon the Plan of his immediate Predeceflor, 
who, without diſpute, intended to raiſe the 
Power of the Crown and empoveriſn and en. 
Dave the Subject. 
If this was not the Plan by which the late 


Miniſter ſhaped his Conduct; if he did not in- 


tend, * way not EVEN: of intending to ex- 


Go 


tend 
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n 1 
tend the Royal, or rather denne Power, 
[| at the Expence of the Subject, why was he lo 
cC̃onſtantly and warmly op oled by thoſe who are 
now cloathed in his miniſterial Garments? To 
ys that they oppoſed only with a View of 
1 graſping the lion which he ſhould be forced 
z to drop, would be thinking very, meanly of 
Their Honour; and to ſay the oppoſed out of 
1 Spleen and Revenge, LA's be judging as 
1 meanly of their Probity and Charity. So that, 
„ in Charity to the late Miniſter s Opponents, or 
| rather to that whole Peo * to whom he was 
become odious, we muſt ſuppoſe that he in- 
tended to erect Deſpotiſm in Violation of the 
i antient: Conſtitution of his Country. 
$6 But what need we have recourſe to IF ggeſti- 
ons or Suſpicions with regard to the — $8 
1 of that great Favourite, when there are ſo ma- 
ny Overt- As to prove that he premeditately 
defigned to ſtrip his Countrymen of their 
Wealth and Freedom; of the fir/t,. to break their 
high Spirits, the better to fit them to bear the 16 > 
Loſs of the latter; and of this, to rpetuate FP: 
his own Power by extending that of t e Crown | 
beyond the reach of the Laws. 
They who can have any doubt that. FR late 
| Miniſter deſigned the N Maar, «4 and enfla- 
ving his Country, the better to make his own 
8 — and ſecure his afar. would mee 125 


whole Go 
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15 17 1 notes 
ged her Iodufiry by cha Reſtraints, or 
continued ' the exceſſive Weight of her Taxes 
during a twenty Years I ranquility ? Would he 
have openly oppoſed or ſecretly eluded TT 


Propoſal for the Diſcharge of As weight 


which finks the Credit and Power of the Nas 
wore 1: 52 

The Engliſh Miniſtry a not, or Pr wi in 
not ſee that this unequal Load is and always 
muſt be a — upon the Credit or In- 
fluence of their Country while ſhe continues 
to be burthened with it. What Nation in 
Europe can reckon; on Britain's ſupporting a 


War againſt France with the neceſſary Vigour, 


while-ſhe . groans under the Weight of ff 
Millions ſterl. of Debt? However drainꝰd and 
impoveriſh'd France has been painted of late in 


. Memorials and Speeches,” we in theſe Provinces 


are tod well acquainted with her natural and ar- 
tificial Sttength, not to dread that ſhe will, as 
in her late Wars, when ſhe had all Europe for 


Enemies, be able to Wage 4 ten or twelve 
Fears War, if ever ſhe. Jould be forced into 


one, by either one or both the Maritime Pow-. 
ers. In ſach caſe, what muſt become of Byi- 


tain, that Power which is expected will al- 
WAYS: bear the greater Part of the Expences of 


ſuch a War; what, I ay; muſt be her Con 
dition then, if even now all Europe ſee her 
droop under the Weight of her preſent Debts, 
Taxes, and the Decay of her Trade and In- 
aer A French War muſt as neceſſarily oc- 
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caſion a Decreaſe of her Commerce, as an In- 


creaſe of her Debts and Taxes. In ſuch a Si- 
tuation, how feeble her Efforts in the general 
Cauſe of Liberty; how miſtaken would they 
be who ſhould reckon upon her being able to 
defray her Proportion of the Expences of a 
War. which the Miſconduct of her Cabinet 
had brought upon all Europe? Is it not more 
natural to ſuppoſe, that that once mighty and 
powerful State would become Bankrupt in the 


Courſe of ſo long and expenſive a War as that 
with France would neceſſarily be? Would not 


this be more likely, than that ſhe would be a- 
ble to maintain ſo vigorous a War with that 
Crown as might induce: her to ſue for Peace 
with Humility, as in the Days of Q. Anne? 
I ſhall hereafter have occaſion to obſerve up 
on the Motives which I think induce x 
Court of I. to appear at preſent ſo vio- 
lently earneſt to enter into a War with France; 
but in the mean time let me take Notice, that 
the late Miniſter ſeemed to have had a View ot 
enfeebling this Republick as well as his own 
Country. We thank him, and his M—er; 
he took us into his Scheme of Poverty and 
Subjection; and might have ſucceeded, had not 
the Steadineſs of - our preſent Miniſters here, 
and his Opponents there baffled his Imaginati- 
ons. Tis to the blind Concurrence of our late 
Miniſters in that Favourrte's Schemes that one 
may aſcribe thoſe frequent Augmentations of 


Forces and e MOAT 7h and unneceſſary 
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- 
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Expences, which we feel at preſent. Tis to 
his Councils that we owe thoſe inteſtine Convul- 
frons which have of late Years been a Clo 
upon the Operations of our Cabinet. Some 
of our poorer Provinces beigg wrought upon to 


cry out for a Maſter, the late B bþ Miniſter 


was willing we ſhould all bow to an Idpl of 
his chuſing. But as this particular Point has 


been hinted at before, I juſt mention it now to 
ſhew that this Republick as well as his own 


Country was taken into that Miniſter's general 
Scheme. 


Had that ſheltered 3 n Rode” 
longer in Power, tis ſcarce to be doubted that 
he would have brought all his Schemes to Per- 
fection. For where a Miniſter has the Diſpo- 


fal of an immenſe Revenue, of innumerable 
Employments, and has the Sanction of an im- 
moveable M 


what is it that 155 dare not undertake, and may 


r, and a courtly Pt, 


not be able to perfect ? Happy had it been for 
his own Country in particular, this Republick, 
and for the reſt of the Powers in Europe that 


with to be free, had that powerful enterprizing 


Miniſter directed his Schemes as much for ge- 


neral Happineſs as he did for general Miſery 
and Servitude! .. 

Upon Recollection, I Wo t know but * 
might have been guilty of a Breach of Charity 
in imputing to that great Man all the Miſcon- 
duct of the Cabinet which he was ſuppoſed to 
direct. For tho it be criminal to concur in 


2 — 
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deſtructive Meaſures, yet as there are Degrees 


of Guilt, he who only concurs, can't be 


deemed as highly criminal as he who lays the 
Plan and directs. If therefore the great De- 
Tinquent was under any Controul, he may be 


looked upon as an Acceſſary rather than a Prin- 


cipal; and tho' by the Civil Law there are no 
Acceffaries, in Caſes of Homicide all are Prin- 


cipals; tis not ſo in Treaſon, either againſt a 


fingle Magiſtrate or the State. In theſe Caſes, 


the fir} Mover is the moſt obnoxious. . 


If then the Favourite was obliged to ſteer by 
the Lights ſet up by his immediate Predeceſſors 
in the Adminiſtration ; if he was compell'd to 
walk in the Path chalked out for him, he was 
guilty, but not ſuperlatively ſo. He Was Cri- 


minal for ſtooping to addreſs, or ſhrinking at 
-Frowns; he was guilty for having ſoothed the 


Paſſions of any Man or Men in violation of his 


Allegiance t& his Country, or Regard to the 
Freedom of Mankind, but Ail he i 18 ifs guilty 


than 
The Sucteſſrs to that great Man's Power 


may poſlibly, on the Strength of this Strain of 
"reaſoning, plead the fame Excuſe in bar of any 
Exceptions which may be taken to their Con- 


duct fince he has laid don. But their own 
Oppoſition to the late Miniſter's' Adminiſtration, 
cuts away all ground of Excuſe for their ſhape- 


ing their Conduct by his. They profeſſed to 
have founded their Oppoſition folely' on his Mif- 


conduct: They — him, and but too 


juſtly 


* | 


f ar J 


juſtly 1 fear, with corrupting the Legiſlature 4 
r the Revenue, and miſemploying 
the Strength of the Nation; with gratifying 
particular Paſſions and unſafe Affections; with 
preferrin trivial Foreign Concerns to the moſt im- 
portant Intereſt of by Country; with promo- 


tb 2 Standing Army, coercive Laws; and. 
with yielding to every Dare, and bending be⸗ 


fore —__ Ru TX of? a Mind E to k be 


> 
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obeye 

ke an many more Crimes built upon 
the fame Foundation were imputed to that Mi- 
niſter by his e But ſhould they, up- 
on their Accef ion to his Power, embrace all 


his Maxims, [ad the ſame Steps, blacken 


themſelves with all his Crimes, they would be 
Phe moſt unpardonable of any Set of Men living: 
he late Mänilter would be far leſs criminal, 


tho both — guilty of the ſame Crime. The 
Ad dition « of Hypocri iy v would fink them far be- | 


low. him in Guilt. 


us ſome Enquiry into the Conduct of the late 


ter, by way of Compariſon. © It would be un- 

generous to draw out at full length the Por- 
traiture of one without attempting at leaſt to 
etch out the Out- lines of the Picture of the 6 


thers. But beſides this Confideration, tlie Par- 


port of our meeting here to Day requires that ee” 
we ſhould conſider the Conduct of Minifters, A 


who. kl earneſtly urge us to enter into new 


What has been fortuitouſly faid of the late L 
Miniſter and his Succeſſors ſeerns to exact from 


% * Sow — — 12 ye a - — 
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Contracts 


Tal! 

Cuntracts which threaten the Ruin of our Re- 
publick. If I advance any Thing without a 
colourable Foundation, here are thoſe who can 
ſet me right, Far from taking ſuch Correction 
amiſs, I ſhall look upon it as a Mark of Friend- 
ſhip and Eſteem. As my ſole View in this Diſ- 
cuflion is to juſtify the preſent Conduct of the 
Republick, I-ſhall not need to have Recourſe 
to Falhool, becauſe from Truth alone I can 
borrow enough to anſwer my Purpoſe, - 4 

When the late Miniſter refigned, how were 
the Affairs of Europe circumſtanced ? What. 
was the State of the domeſtick Affairs of his 
Country? After we have taken a curſory View 
of theſe Points, we will caſt an Eye to the pre- 
ſent State of Affairs both at Home and Abroad. 
Thus ſhall it be ſeen whether or no Errors have 
been rectified and Matters have been meliorated. 

With the laſt Vear ended, I think, that 
Miniſter s publick Influence; his Succęſſors beſt 
know if he ſtill retains any. At that Time 


the French Army under Maillebois, which had + 


been invited to countenance. the ume Neu. 
FHality for H——r, was ſtill upon our Frontiers 
to awe Wh intimidate i us, much more than the 
* Of the Paſliveneſs of that State 
the 8 'of France was ſecure; but was jea- 
lous of this Republick ; and not caring to pro- 
<laim her Jealpuſy, took H into her 
Scheme for covering her Deſign. At that 
Time alſo, did the Diſtractions in Upper Ger- 
* ſabſiſt; tho” it was evident, that it would 

| not 
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not be difficult 15 reconcile the Courts * Ber- 


lin and Dreſden to that of Vienna. Had ve 


ble that all the Differences of theſe Courts had 


taken the ſole Mediation upon us, *tis proba- 


ended before the Vear; but having imprudently 
aſſociated with * & * no wonder that we ſucceed- 
ed no better.---Old Sores are not eaſily healed; 
nor old, and juſt Demangs ſatisfied by — Pro- 


feffions. Let not, however, the ill Succeſs of 


his Country's Mediation in this Inſtance be i im- 


puted to the late Miniſten. The Cauſe lies 


deeper, as moſt Cauſes of great National Miſ- 
carriages generally do. The Publick, often, 
ſee but the Superficies of Things ; and ſeldom 
fix u n the right Object. | 


ith regard to France, ſhe went on fowl 


to fulfil her Engagements with the Elector of 
Bavaria; and the late Miniſter, who was o- 
bliged to act on the Plan handed down to him, 
2 Suppl: cated underhand, tho' he affected to bounce 
and bully above board. But was there any 
Thing new in this Conduct? Was it not con- 
ſiſtent with the ſtated Family Maxim, con- 


, ſtantly practiſed from the A 


n to that 


Time, and ſince? The War with Spain was 
carried on with the greater Indolence and an 
-enormous Expence. We ſhall ſoon ſee if his 


4 


. 27 have been leſs prodigal and: more ac- 


In Ttaly, the Spaniards had got fome - 
Focung by B-——þ Indolence, Cowardice, . or 


Perfidy; but the King of Cardinia 8 Intereſt 


| 4 


"HO him to confederate with the Queen. 


of 


— —u— — — 


24 u 


of Hungary. there Was no Reaſon. to appre-e 
hend any ill Conſequences from the e | 


Schemes of the Court of Madrid, 


"As for this Republick, tho' the late Minifr | 
aid, her wo ſo open Court, 1 nor was 6 loi | 
þ -- His Pro 1 to her, as his Succel) 1555 


I muſt fay i in his Behalf, thatjf he did: not . 


hape towards her with fo great Politeneſs and 
"Ceremony, Be was not leſs candid and fin- 
cee. If "he! foun 5 him 1 no Courtier, ſhe could 
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not! prove hit 
8 EY more minutely 


— 50 t it is n edles 


on 5 ta of PIETY Affairs at the time 


-when that [ink er laid downs, there | is none 
"here can be chat of. it ! _ S. more to our 
fa ſe to take a View. of Affairs as they 
\ pt preſent. # 

The New ' Miniſtry 102 Werde 
Abroad than, i 10 


d 
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Hot d Hubted, an Cir 15 Bor. 40. mu 85 5 


had 
RE: i? 4255 hy e ns he Wiher 


"all Euro Apen — cept the Partizans, of 2 i 


80 pleaſed" were we here Hell land with IA 
'C Cage 0, 50 public Re ine had 
made on the Occaſion if ſome aß, gur 


| 900 1 mod erate, Naga, had not t 
ein Indecent, 4 5 8 e 


Ahe Ten © 


Were tender of. 


wröfg Choice ; but if 1 95 don Toe 


Lf, eir Error, 5 Reſolution UV oY fo en: de- | 


Lenerates 
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F to Obftinacy, and then ceaſes to be 4 
inge. | 
The Eyes of all Europe were upon the 515 
ceſſors. of the remoyed Miniſter. France trem- 
bled, that ſo. powerful a neighbouring Nation 
ſhould be wiſely. conducted and become uni teu, 
as there was ſcarce; a Doubt that they would 
by their 1 new Leaders. Spain began to, repent 
thatzſhe: had formed any Schemes on Italy; 
look'd upon the Troops the had tranſported | 
thither, by the Connivance of B——1, as a 84 
crifice — — of the new Miniftry-: : 
and ſhuddered for Americu, and even for the 
Two Stovhies, | Prufſia wiſhed he had not over- 
acted the Hero; and, Saxony, that he had not 
engaged ſo deeply with — The Duke of 
Bavaria wiſhed that his Ambition had been 
more moderate; and he and all the other Ger- 
maus confederated with France repented them 
of their Credulity.: Nor was Sweden leſs anxi- 
for having confided too implicitly in French 
Profifiions,] In ſhort, everyPrince;everyState that 
bade been inveigled into the Schemes-of Franze 
Ms in dread that new ſalutary Meaſures in the 
abinetof . would be che certain Con- 
ence of the late Miniſter's Removal. 
The independent Friends of univerſal Nu. | 
dom, on the ther hand, expected a Change 'of 


Zee in ; but far — dreading 
any evil Conſequences that could attend ſuch a 

A yy. a they ddubted not that it would tend 
to the cementing ſuch an Alliance as muſt have 
42 View to ſtopping the Carrier of "Oy and 
cure 


[26 
ſecure the Liberties of Europe. The — of | 
Hungary was the moſt ſanguine 1 in her 
as ſhe was neareſt to Danger. The King of 
Sardinia, who dreaded to be hemmed in be- 
tween the different Branches of the Houſe of 


Bourbon, dated his Security from the Fall of a 


Miniſter whom all Europe had believed to have 
been devoted to or always in Dread of France. 
But we of theſe Provinces out- went all others; 
in hopes that we might now ſafely rely on the 
"Wiſdom, Steadineſs and Integrity of a Cabinet, 
which we could not reckon upon for upwards 


of twenty Years before. We ſaw France ex- 
tending her Power; and we ſaw the Neceſſi 


of checking her Ambition, but could not with 
any Hopes of Succeſs enter into any Meaſures 
for the Purpoſe, whilſt the lateMnifer prefided 
over the Councils of the only Nation in Europe 
moſt capable of aiding in the glorious Deſign. | 
But now the Scene was changed: We ſaw 


"a Set of Men riſe to Power that had” . — 


Vears profeſsd to have oppoſed the late Miniſte 
ſolely on Account of his Miſconduct at 
Home, his Subſerviency to France, and his 
Neg lect of all che natural Allies of his Country. 
As Tan ſuch Men all that was great and glo- 
rious might have been expected no Wonder 
that we were as ſanguiſie in our Hopes of their 
Conduct as all their ow Fellow-Subjects were. 
They might have influenced us here“ as <afily 
as their own Countrymen atid might have as rea- 


dily Bought: us Coy at a r 
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the Treaſure of their own Nation: Such was the 

high Opinion conceived here, aswellas at home, 
of their Virtue and Abilities, - 

But how deluſive are Hopes built upon the 


Probity of Men! Scarce had we the pleaſing 


News of the Advancement of the late Opponents, 

but we had Advice that they capitulated before 
they were advanced; that they were not only to 

ſecure the Retreat of the late Miniſter, but 
embrace his Maxims, and ſteer as he ſhould di- 
rect from behind the Curtain. Tho' this Piece 
of Intelligence came confirmed to us from thoſe 


, whoſe Fidelity we had no Reaſon to ſuſpect; 
yet were we flow, and I the ſloweſt of all my 
_ Colleagues, in believing any thing ſo injurious 


to the Characters of ring Stateſmen. I could 
not ſuppoſe that Men would truckle to a Man 


unable to maintain his Ground: a Man, whom. 


they had beat almoſt out of the Field; a Man 
deſpiſed by all Europe, and hated by all his own 


Countrymen. I could not believe that Men of 


Senſe would ſtoop to Drudgeries for the Sake 
of precipitating their Flight into Poſts and Em- 
loyments, which muſt neceſſarily have fallen 
into their Hands in a few Days in ſpight of the 
C———t, I was however miſtaken. I too 
fondly ſuppoſed that ſenſible Men would act as 
it became them to do, -Miſtaken Notion; . 
particularly with regard to a neighbouring Na- 
tion! To judge of them with any Certainty, in 


their political Capacity, the ſafeſt Way is to 


- ſuppoſe. 
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ſuppoſe they will always act in direct Oppoſition 

to the true Intereſt of their Country. 
I confeſs much Aſperity to be in ſo general 
a Charge ; but am I not warranted in the Sup- 
of it? Have the ſeveral Miniſtries of that 
Kingdom for thi rty Years paſt, ated in any one 
Affair of Moment, either foreign or domeſtick 


as they ought? But particularly the preſent 


Miniftry, is there a ſingle Inſtance to this Hour 


of their having made one virtuous or judicious. 


Step ? With regard to Home, they have loſt the 
intire Confidence of their Fel low - Subjects by 
ſkreening the Obje# of their Hatred, embracing 
his Maxims, and purſuing directly his Meaſures, 
Have they not herein acted diametrically con-' 
trary to the Dictates of Senſe and Reaſon ? 


The Ambition of France and the Diſtraction 


onthe Continent required domeftich Unanimity, 


without ſeeing which confirmed, the States of | 


Europe coul not fafely rely on the Alliance of 
B—7. But what have the new Miniſtry done 


to procure this neceſſary "Union between the 


Head and the — 85 and between the 


Members amongſt themſelves? They have 
acted ſo as to increaſe the Fealouy 6 of the People, 
and the Diffidence of the P=—, They are 


not pleaſed, nor probably does he think he rae . 
more Reaſon for being ſo. When general 


Diſcontent appears, as was the Caſe in the late 
Adminiftration; it may be conſtrued D:ſaffection, | 
It might have been the private Intereſt of the 


late Miniſter to inculcate ſuch 4; ſuniting Noti- 


ons, but certainly it was not that of the new 


Mi. niſters, 
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Miniſters, who had every thing to hope, and 


nothing to fear from the Union of the P= and 
People. They had the People, at leaſt the 
Bulk of them, on their Side to a Man, which 
naturally, I may ſay neceſſarily, would i in time 
1 the "Confidence of the P—. - But by 


loſing the firſt, how can it be thought they! can 


ſecure the latter ? 
Upon the footing of Self Intereſt, it ſeems 


ſtrange that the new Miniſtry would not culti- 


vate the good Opinion the People were willing 
to entertain of them. The Repeal of a few 
Laws which reſtrain their Liberties, and pro- 
moting a few that might ſecure them hereafter, 

-would have ſo riveted the 2 Miniftry in the 
Hearts of the Public, as would make it danger- 

ous to remove them ſhould the C—t ever in- 
tend it. But it ſeems to have been a conſtant 


Maxim ſince the An for Miniſters to ſecure 


their Influence at the Expence of the People. 
As the new Miniſtry worked on the Plan of 
the late Mimſter, with regard to domeſtick 
Affairs, they varied but little from his Scheme 
in regard to foreign Affairs. Some Variation 
was abſolutely neceſſary to cover their ſeeret 
Sub ſerviency, and give ſome Colour to their Ad- 
miniſtration. To this End, the Admiral that 
had been pacifickly inſtructed for three Years in 
the Mediterrancan was recalled, and one more 
active put in his Room. But what has he been 
ordere to A or "What: Has he done that wp 
| + e 
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the new Miniſtry to have varied materially from 
the late Miniſter's Plan? The burning a few 
old Gallies at St. Tropez, and viſiting a few 
French Ships for Plunder, proves not ſo ſtrong- 
ly that Meaſures had been changed with Hands, 
as the Neutrality at Naples proves they were 
_—_ 
Tze formal Manner of compelling the Court 
of Naples to this Neutrality was told the World 
in pompous Language ; but who was ſo weak 
as to be impoſed upon by the empty Sound of 
Words in contradiction to his Underſtanding ? 
Except it be ſome deluded E—h-men, there are 
none in Europe, unconvinced at this time, that 
the Neutralityof the Sicilies had been concerted 
before the Reſignation of the late Miniſter, and 
was to have been executed whenever the $pa- 
niards ſhould be puſhed in Ttaly. As nothing 
but ſuch a Neutrality could ſave the Court of 
Naples, tis beyond all doubt that it was hatch'd 
at Verſailles, ſeconded at Dreſden, and com- 
plaiſantly executed by Orders from L——7, 
The Farce has been carried on likewiſe at 

the Court of Turin, and a large Subſidy agreed 
to, tho it be manifeſt that Self-preſervation 
would have ſecured his Sardinian Majeſtyin the 
Intereſt of the Heireſs of Auſtria ; and that the 
Money laid out with him had been more uſe- 
fully employed in Germany, ſince the Safety of 
Don Carlos was previouſly ſtipulated. Five 
hundred thouſand Pounds were granted for the 
Ude of the Queen of Hungary, and ſeven Mil- 


lions 
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lions ſterling for maintaining or rather recover- 
ing the Balance of Power, after the Abdication 
of the late Miniſter ; theſe Sums, properly em- 
ployed, were ſufficient to drive not only the 

Fiencb but all their Partizans out of the Empire. 
The poor Queen of Hungary did Wonders con- 
I fdering the Succour ſhe has had from her boaſt- 
ing Friends. The vaſt Sum granted for her 4 
Uſe. particularly, being diſſipated in uſeleſs = 
Subſidies at Turin, Berlin and. Dreſden, can no 4 
more be ſaid to be applied as it ſhould be, than 


the ſeven Millions granted for ſupporting her 
| and the Liberties of Europe. | 


But it will be urged, I ſuppoſe, in favour of 
the new Miniſtry, that the Deſertion of the 
King of Pruſſia from the Emperor and France, 
and his Reconciliation to the Queen of Hungary, 
were ſo uſeful and refined Strokes of. Policy, 
as ſhould attone for any Miſtakes they might 
Have been guilty of. This Point has been ex- 

_ travagantly exaggerated, as indeed moſt Things 
| are, on the other Side the Water. Had not 
* the Queen of Hungary relied too far on B—b. 
' | ” Friendſhip and Promiſes, ſhe might have gain- 
ed over the King of Pruſſia four Months ſoon- 
er, and on much eaſier Terms. She has parted 9 
with more of the fair Province of Silefia than 
would have contented him earlier; and has not 
obtained as full Conceſſions in return, as ſhe 
might while the Mfediation was partly in our 
| Hands. But the e of Bu, or rather 
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,, would not be fo well anſwered if 
better Conditions had been obtained for the 
Court of Vienna. If leſs of the rich Province 


of Silefia had been wreſted from the deluded 


Queen of Hungary for his Pruſſian Majeſty, 
the latter had not ſoreadily agreed to a Guaranty 


for the E —e of H—r, nor to an Abatement 15 


of the great Sum he claimed i in virtue of . 
mentary Donations. 

Never has any Tranſaction — more mag- 
nified; than this of the King of Pruſſia's Neu- 
trality, by the Partizans of the new Britiſh 
Miniſtry.; and never has any been leſs under- 
ſtood. by the Engliſb in general. It was no 
Secret. to us here in Holland, and I believe none 
at L—7 and Vienna, that the ambitious young 
' King bad been encouraged by France and Ba- 
— to invade Si lgſa, as ſuch a Step muſt have 
anſwered the Purpoſes of the latter in a double 
manner. Should the Court of Vienna refuſe 
contenting the Houſe of Bavaria, the Pruſſian 


Invaſion of Si lea would facilitate the Elector's 


Deſigns on Bohemia, by dividing the Auſtrian 
Forces ; or would oblige the Queen of Hungary 
to agree with the Duke of Bavaria in order to 
fall upon the Invader of Sa with all her 
Might. 

We did not fail, long hefore the Rank Aux- 
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GT of givin g immediate Satisfaction to either 
the Courts of — or Munich. And we give 
it 
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it as our Opinion that the latter ought to be con- 
tented preferable to the former; for this Rea- 
ſon, that by gratifying Bavaria the French 
would neceſſarily retire out of Germany, which 


would give the Queen of Hungary an apparent 


Advantage over Pruſſia, by having no other to 
deal with, and by having the future Head of 
the Empire on her Side. Beſides, as Siga is 
the richeſt of all the Auſtrian Dominions in the 


Empire, it would have been the Intereſt of the 
Qucen to part with one or both the Auſtrias, 


or even Bohemia rather than with that valuable 
Province. The Court of Vienna ſaw very plain- 
ly the Force of our Repreſentations; and would 
willingly have followed our Advice; but the 
Court of J found means to waver all 


our Endeavours, and force out again the young 


Queen into a tempeſtuous Sea, after we had 
brought her to the very Mouth of an Harbour, 
where ſhe and her Family might, in 22 human 


i probability, be eaſy and ſafe for ever. 


Tis hard to gu 


took ſo great Pains and was at fo very en Ex. 


nce to alter ſuch healing Reſolutions as we 
d inſpired the Court of Vienna with. The 
Queen would be more powerful by being Mi- 


ſtireſs of Silgia, than by poſſeſſing one or both 
the Auſtriats, or Bohemia, But the Eleckor of 
Bavaria would have been contented with the 


Tyroleſe and the PForreft Towns, which never can 


” add much to yo Power of the Houſe” of Au- 


C 5 3. feria. 


nt. 


fria; Therefore the Views of the Court of 


2 could not be to ſtrengthen the Queen, 
her Power being obviouſly leſſen d by agreeing 
with Pruſſia preferable to Bavaria, on our 
Scheme. We muſt then ſeek for one oe 
Foundation for the Conduct of „. 1 in 
this Inſtance. 


The Duke of FN who is 1 a Ger 
nan, would have been glad to have a fair Pre- 


text for thanking France for her Succours, and 
ſending her Troops out of the Empire; and 
therefore would have been reconciled to the 
Court of Vienna on moderate Terms. But this 
Was not perhaps the Views nor Intereſt of 
France: She might have thought the Junc- 
ture favourable for obliging the Germans to de- 
ſtroy one another, at a ſmall Expence on her 
Side. In this View, ſhe could not approve. of 
the Willingneſs of the Court of Munich to be 
reconciled, to that of Vienna; but could not, 


with any Decency, oppoſe it publickly. How . 


elſe then, ſo well as by means of the Court of 
1. , could France, without being ſuf 


ted, deſtroy, our Plan, by which the Courts of 
admit, that, this 8 We the Influ- 


ence of France to be great at the Court of Lu. 
But does not the whole Conduct of the NeW as 
well as late Miniſtry prove the Weights of French 
Influence in the B—h Cabinet? 
If vxe ſuppoſe the Court of Lon 38 
ed by France, on this Occaſion, we muſt neoeſ- 
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ſarily impute her Conduct to Motives of Self- 
Intereſt. When I ſay, Se /-Intereſt, I dont 
mean the Intereſt of * but that of H—-r, 
which has been, ever fince the A n, the 
$ only Intereſt at the Heart of the B—— b Mi- - 
niſtry. Let us ſee how the Conduct of the 

Court of L 2 will appear on a Suppoſi- 

tion that it may have been deem'd for the par- 

ticular Intereſt of H , or the new Mini- 
try, that the Court of Vienna ſhould prefer ac- 
) commodating rather with the King of  Pruffia 
| than the Elector of Bavaria. 

Had the Elector of Bavaria been contented 
as early as he might, if our Plan had been pur- 
ſued, the King of Pruſſia would be. ſoon obliged. 
to reſtore the Tranquility of the Empire by re- 
tiring willingly. or being forced out of Sila. 
Without any doubt, Pruſſia, ſingly, is no Match 
for the Queen of Hungary. But had this hap- - 
| pen'd, it may have been dreaded that the diſ- 
N appointed Invader of Silga, would recompence 

| himſelf at theExpence of another Nezghbour, to 

whom he had a juſter Claim than to the Queen 

of Hungary. Beſides, had not our healing Ne- 
godiation been traverſed, the Demands of Praia 
in virtue of Wills and Codicils, could not be com- 
paunded on fo good Terms as they are at preſent, | 
nor the Electorate guaranty'd. 
But it would by no means ie the Views 
| of the Cabinet of L — , that Tranquility 

| ſhould be reſtored in the Empire. The Pre- 

tert for lerhing TAR and BP: up a 
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great Land Force of Natives and Foreigners, 
would be taken away by Peace in Germany. 

For this laſt Reaſon, ſuppoſing French Influence, 

and. the particular Intereſt of H r out of 4 
the Queſtion, tis no wonder that ſo great Pains 
has been taken, and ſo great Treaſure employ- 
ed, not only in preventing the Reconciliation 
}F of the Courts of Munich and Vienna, but in 
1 fomenting their Aenne and Quarrels. 

4 I have dwelt the longer on this boaſted 

I Coup—d& Eclat of the new Miniſtry, becauſe I l 
1 have obſerved that. few Tranſactions had been 
generally leſs underſtood. I don't know whe- 

ther I have been ſo happy as to clear up the 
t Matter to the Satisfaction of this Company; 

| but ſure.I am, that whoever will be, at the 
Pains of examining it with Caution, will be of 
Opinion with me, that the Conduct of the neu 
Miniſtry, far from deſerving Applauſe for the 
Treaty of Breflau, merit the ſevereſt Cenſure 
from all the true Friends of the Houſe of Au- " [ 
Aria, and Germany in general. 1 

Whilſt I am upon this Part of my Subject, | 

let me obſerve that the ſame ſtrain of Politicks 
ſtill engroſs'd; the Attention of the new Mini- 
Aim, when they obſtructed the Evacuation of 

all Bohemia by the French laſt Summer. All 
Europe were "aſily ſurprized that the Court of 
Vienna would refuſe agreeing to the Propoſals 
of the French Generals before Prague was be- ö 

ſieged in form. It was obviouſly; the Intereſt 
of, the Queen. of Hangory to * rid of the 

French 
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French and get Poſſeſſion of all Bohemia. But 
probably, it was not the immediate Intereſt of 
thoſe who had inſtructed their Miniſter at Vien- 
na to obſtruct all Accommdation with the 
Court of Francfort. That the March of Mar- 
ſhal Maillebois to the Danube was owing to the 
unwiſe Tenaciouſneſs of the Court of Vienna, 
is beyond all Controverſy ; nor is it leſs certain 
that Mr, R had no ſmall Share of the 


Glory of cooping up two Marſhals of France 


within Walls, that to this Hour had never been 


battered. 


Strange Policy! to raiſe with one Hand and 
pull down with the other! And yet this is ac- 
tually the Caſe with the Cabinet of - 
in regard to the Queen of Hungary. Large, 


very large Sums of Money have been granted 


for her Support, both laſt Vear and the preſent: 
And] will ſuppoſe that beſt Part of the Money 


has or ought to have been remitted''to her. 


Thie has the Air of Friendſhip, and of ſound 


Icy. But what ſhall we call the early Ob- 


| tl, tion of a Reconciliation between that Prin- 
ceſs and the Elector of Bavaria? What ſhall 
we name the obſtructing the Evacuation of 
Bohemia by the French? or, What can we 


think of the Neutrality of Naples, which muſt 


have fallen into the Queen's Hands, conſider- 
ing the Diſcontent of the Inhabitants and the 


ſecret Intelligence of the Court of Vienna, had 
the Britiſb Fleet aſſiſted in the concerted De- 
_ figns of the King of Sardinia and Count Traum? 


But 


But to carry this Chain of Thought ſtill far- 
ther; how can the Court of L u juſtify 
her Friendſhip to the Queen of Hungary, 
when, inſtead of employing the Foreign Troops 


in her Pay, in purſuing Maillebois to the Da- 


nube, or otherwiſe joining the Auſtrians in Bo- 
hemia, ſhe marches her Hanoverians and Hej- 
Jans into the Netherlands, where it was never 


deſigned they ſhould be of any Service to the 


Queen of Hungary? The firſt and ſecond Neu- 
trality for H——7, were further Inſtances of 


the good Intentions of the Court of Londen 


towards the unhappy Princeſs, who confides 
with too great Implicitneſs in certain Maſe:d 
Friend. To put an end to this part of my 


Subject, I muſt inſiſt upon it, that the Conduct 


of B—-1, ſince the late Emperor's Death, 


proclaims her Miniſters to be either F——ls or 


V— ns. The firſt, in not diſcerning the 
true Intereſt of their Country ; and the ſecond, 


in ſeeing; but not purſuing it in Compliment to 


_ Foreigners, Should Objections be made to the 
Bluntneſs of my Afertions ; let thoſe. be b 
med, who have laid us under a — of 
ſpeaking without Veil or Diſguiſe. The Stabs 
pointed at our Characters i in ſecret, merit a ſe- 
verer Return than I make. 


I could ſhew, from the Negotiations of the 


Cabinet of NF at the Courts of Ru 

Sweden, Denmark and Tracy, fince the Diſmiſ- 

ſion of the late B Miniſter, that the 
ſame Meaſures are ſtill purſued, with very lit- 
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tle Variation; but as * the diſcerning Foreign - 
ers of Europe, as well as his own Countrymen, 
ſeem not to doubt the late Miniſter's ſecret I- 
Puence, I ſhall;chuſe to waye this Diſquiſition, 


in order to ſhew that there can be no Safety in 


confederating with a Nation, whoſe Miniſters 
are known to ſacrifice, conſtantly the Intereſt 
of their Country to private Gain. 
© The Conduct of the late Minifter, brou ght 

upon him the Odium of his own Fellow Sub- 
jects; and loſt his Country the Confidence of her 
beſt, and faithfulleſt 7 Friends. The 

Conduct of the new Miniſiry has not gained 
them the Affections of their Fellow-Subjects ; 
nor to their Country, the Confidence of Fo- 
reigners, If the late Miniſter's Meaſures had 


not been 1 1 to the Freedom and ine bag 


of his own Countrymen and Foreigners, he 
not been ſo univerſally hated ; and ir the 2 
Mznifters ad not purſued the fame Meaſures. 


they had certainly recovered the Afton h land 


Confidence which their Predeceſſor loſt. But 


the Conduct of both being the ſame, tis no 


wonder that both meet in the ns Diſaf- 
fection at Home, and Diſeſteem Abroad. 

We, of this State, could 1 never treat with 
Safety, with Bs, becauſe” we 'cbuld- not 
put intire Confidence in her, whilſt the late 


Miniſter prefided over her Councils. For the 


ſame Reaſon we can't treat with her at preſent, 
becauſe, feeing ſhe x purſues the ſame Meaſures: 


as in, the late Mjpiſter 8 ee we can 
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ſee no Reaſon for entertaining a more favoura- 


ble Opinion. of her now than when he was at 


tereſt of B — as much at Heart, and that 


of H t as little as they ought, there 


might be Safety in treating with them, The 
Intereſt of BG and theſe Provinces muſt 


always be the ſame. . It can never be different, 
but When either or both are curſed with unna- 
tural. ConduFors. Such will always make and 
proclaim a Difference of Intereſt, for the ſame 
Reaſon that they would perſuade a Prince that 
be has a-ſeparate Intereſt from his People. Sy- 
cophants always find their Account, or think 


they do, in ſowing Jealouſies and Animoſities. 
Þ But tho”. the ntereſt of B * and this 
State be the fame, I am not quite ſo clear that 
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Ha ſtands in the fame Light, or has the 
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ter into a Treaty for Guarantying the E——e, as 


8 . . e 53 „ 418 ien ; * 
it is improper for a Briziþ Miniſter to make the 
Overture of. ſuch, a"Guaranty. Does nat this 


Overture prove what I have {aid of the extraor., 
dinary Regard had to the Tntereſt of H at 


F2 3 


the Court of I. ; Does it, not prove the 


8 
E 
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-unſafe Obſequiouſneſs of *Br/ti/h Miniſters? * 


* 
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But why are we preſſed on this Head at 


this time? What Danger is the Ee in, 
that ſhould occaſion ſuch Warmth as this, 
Oyerture is preſſed with? Not from any Dread 
of che French Army on the 536 

Ls, ure, 
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ſure. They are marched to the Danube, and 


Maillebois's Hands were certainly tied up, 
by a prudent Neutrality, even whilſt he was 
at hand. Therefore there can be no vs, + 

0 


nor Apprehenſion from that Quarter. 


be plain then we apprehend ſome ſecret Po- 
licy to be couched under this pretended Dread 
of his Neighbourhood of French Forces on 
the Borders of the Electorate and this State. 


The Guaranty propoſed would neceſſarily 


include the late Elector's Acquiſition of B—# 


and, to which the lawful Proprietors, 


the Swedes never gave their Conſent. That 


Nation is now armed ; but as the War be- 
tween them and Ryſja will very likely be 


ſoon at an end, it may be apprehended they 


won't diſarm till they attempt making them- 
ſel ves whole in Germany for their Loſſes in 
Finland. But if the Swedes ſhould not think 
it ſeaſonahle to take ſuch a Step when Ger- 
many is in flames, which is not very likely, 
they may find Allies hereafter to egg them on 


c 
and ſupport them. 


Alien nor colarge on a Subje& fo wel un- 


derſtood in this Company. Let it ſuffice 
then for me to ſay, that it is not the Intereſt 
of the Republick to enter into a Guaranty, 
which may involve her with the powerfulleſt 
maritime Nation in the North. She may ſuf- 
fer, but can't Powe gain by ſuch a Com- 


liment as is require 


unleſs 


— 


4 of ww H—ru 
Neighbour that can never be of Uſe to us, 


unleſs the King '——a ſhould take ic 
| in his Head to quarrel with us? And I am 
| morally ſure, that in ſuch caſe, a H——n 
[ Miniſter would poſt as tall to Berlin, ta beg | 
a Neutrality, as Baron c flew t9 | 
Paris to ſupplicate for one. | ay: 
But tho I am h that che Guaranty 
for the E the principal bject in 
the View af CITE From: whom he Now We 
comes. 1 muſt freely own that 1 1, is the leaſt 
in mine. That Part of the Pro 5 regard- 
ing an off infive Alliance againſt France, merits ö 
much more our Attention on this Side of che 
Water, whatever may be. thought on * o- 
tber, where every other conſideration ſeems 
to be merged. in that ſor H- alone. 
This Point ey. to me. of, ſo 1 a Imp 2 


Lance, that I 
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condemned for ſtooping to French Infly 955 a 

it was "thought neceflary*t that his 1 51 ors 
ſhould ſhew that. they ere Men, Highet 
Mettle 40 more exalt R But 3 as no- 
thing could more effeQyally remove all. Suſ- 
picion of being held in in the late Miniſter sLead- 
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be inclined to take young Louis by the Whisk- 
ers, it was reſolved they ſhould aſſume a ftrut. 
ting Air, ſtamp the Foot at the old Cardi- 
na, call bim hard Names, and tell him he 
muſt be civil or he———what? Why, that 
ö proved wiſe enough to ſee the Fallacy, 0 
join againſt France in ſpight of their Teeth: 
That the beſt Troops of B——# would be 
tranſported, though {lowly to Handers; that 
even the bold Hanover ians would march thi- 
ther; and that ſacred M1 itſelf would 
quit bis — and his Eaſe do prove the high 
Courage and Ability of the late Comers 
Here was the Scheme; and it muſt be own- - 


Who could imagine that there was no In- 
tention of a Rupture with France, when fo 
many Engines ſhould appear at work for 
tearing her to pieces? Who could ſuſpect a 
Court of having abſolutely determined never 

to break with France, unleſs ſhe ſhould at- 
tempt an Invaſion in favour of the P——x 


who ſhould ſend one of her principal 'Nob/es 


to preſs and bully the States General into an 
offenſive Alliance againſt that Crown ? Who 
could ſuppoſe any Deceit when an encums 
bered Nation is put to a vaſt Expence in tranſ. 
porting the Flower of their Forces to a Coun- 
try, which muſt be enriched at their Ex- 
pence? Who could have ſo much as a Jea- 
| — that a Miniſtry was not in earneſt, when 


their 


(44) 
their Country, already groaning under the 
Weight of Debts, Taxes, and Decay of Trade, 
ſhould have the additional Burden of 16000 
Hanover ians and 6000 Heſfiansflung upon her; | 


and above a Million of her Coin ſent Abroad 
to pay and maintain the national Troops? 
Who could ſuppoſe, that Artillery, Field- 
Equipage, every thing proper for the Cam- 
paign of a great Prince, ſhould be ſhipped off, 
with no other View in the World, than to 
amuſe a deluded People at Home, and ſome 
other credulous Princes Abroad? 
The Scheme was well concerted, and execut- 
ed ſo ſpeciouſly, that all Europe begun to think 
that a Rupture would neceſſarily enſue; but, 
my L—ds, we of this State had quite another 
Idea of the late Preparations of your Country. 
We ſaw, as has been obſerved, a New VII. 
niſtry under an abſolute Neceſſity of appear- 
ing to ſwerve from the Meafures of the Mi. 
mifter, become univerſally hated, more from 
hs cringing Subſervieney to the Houſe of 4} 
Bourbon, than even to his Corruption, and 
Profuſeneſs of Publick Money. We ſoon diſ- 
cerned the Drift of thoſe hoſtile Preparati- 
ons, which ſo much employed the Thoughts 
of the Politicians of Europe, and diverted 
thoſe of the Subject at Home from obſerving 
that the Cabinet was ſtill influenced by the 
late Miniſter, and that the new Comers had 
ſervilely adopted all his Maxims. We could 
perceive the new Miniſters implicitly bowing 
f 0 
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| CF 6 
to every Defire of the Court for requiring 
Power, but ſtill covering themſelves under 
the Shelter of ſuccouring the Queen of Hun- 
gary and diſtreſſing France. wn 

We ſaw, my L ds, your Court, as moſt 
Courts are, enamoured more with the Power 
of doing Harm than Good. We ſaw her 
all along graſping at all that could make her 
dreaded at Home, and flighting all that might 
acquire her the Confidence and Affection of 


the People. This was the Light we viewed 


your Court in, when we heard of your Em- 
barkations for Flanders ; nor did we alter our 


by =ic when you urged us fo eagerly to 
a 


jointly with you againſt France. Even. 
now, we ſee no Reaſon for altering our Sen- 
tments, 1 q 
Your War with Spain, and thoſe in Ger- 
many, gave br Ct a fair Pretence of 
bee er native Land Forces beyond 
what the Nation had on foot during the late 
War with France. But as the People muſt 
fee with great Jealouſy, ſo extraordinary an 
armed Force within their Bowels, it was ne- 
ceſſary to tranſport part of this dreaded Army 
out of Sight; but however to ſend it at ſo 
little a Diſtance as to be within eall, ſhould 
the national Diſcontent riſe to a Flame that 
ſhould require an Exertion of Power to quench 
NK. 1 
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he ſending Part of your Army into 


Flanders, gave a Colour to the bringing a 
N b large 
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large Body of Hanoverians ſo near to B— , 
that in a few Hours they may be made as 
uſeful as if they had been quartered in the 
Heart of the Kingdom. To bring theſe Fo- 
reign Troops ſo near as Handers, without ſuch 
a ſpecious Pretext as attacking France, would 


raiſe too great Diſtruſt in B——- ; nor was 


the Pretence leſs neceſſary for appeaſing the 
Clamour of a burthened People for being ſad- 


dled with the Pay of the Troops of the 


E——e. It might be expected that the 
E———e ought rather to eaſe B than 


add to her Burthen; and that as the War in 


the Empire affected H——-7 infinitely more 


than G. B. it became the E——e e 
$ 


the Expence of its own Troops at leaſt. 


might be asked, by a People that had paid 


Millions to ſecure. and enlarge the E e 
ſince the A—»0n, why H—-r did not ſup- 
ply the Queen of Hungary with the Quota of 
4000 Men the E- e was obliged to by 
Treaty? Several more Interrogatories might 


be put by B25, not much to the Credit 


of the. Ot, if their Attention had not 
been diverted by the Hurry of Embarkations, 


and the Hopes of wintering at Paris; and 


rticularly of deſtroying the Harbour and 
n Dunkirk. r 


How infinite are the Pains that have been 
taken by the new Miniſtry to raiſe our Jea- 
louſy of France on account of that diſ antled 
Town: But the Scheme for ehete alas the 

K . n Power 
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Power of the Court, and deluding the Nati- 
on, after the Manner of the late Miniſter, 
had been imperfect without this Alarm about 
Dunkirk. No Preparation more ſpecious and 


popular, than that for attacking and deſtroy- 


ing a Port ſo near, and ſo great an Eye- 
Sore to the commercial Part of the Subject. 
But the Farce was carried farther than Home; 


I ſuppoſe it was neceſiary that it ſhould. 
The Alarm was given to this Republick in 
every Memorial, and at every Conference, as 
if we had been ignorant of the State of that 
Port and Town. Theſe Memorials and Con- 


ferences, echoed back to London, might be 
expedient towards amuling People at Home; 


they might ſtrengthen the Colour for. arm- 


ing at Home, and bring the Hanoverians, 


at the Expence of B, within call of the 
Iſland. The Mention made of Duzkirk in 
theſe Memorials, might ſtrengthen the Pre- 


text for influencing the P— t the next Seſ- 


ſions, to encreaſe the Subſidies of the laſt Years 


and continue the preſent ſtanding Force. 
Me can perceive many more Reaſons, 
which the zew Minifiry might have for a- 
larming us here with that Town, but we can 
ſee no manner of Reaſon. for taking the A- 
larm, unleſs it be to humour a Set of Men 
that have, in no one Inſtance, anſwered our 


Hopes or Expectations. We know. that the 


Fort of Dunkirk is not bettered in any reſpect. 
ſince the Death of G.. the firſt, It was then 


capable 
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L 48.1 
capable of receiving ſmall Merchant Ships 
with Risk and Danger; but quite incapable 
of Ships of War. The Caſe is ſtill the ſame: 
Therefore what Colour or Foundation for this 
late Jealouſy and Buſtle ? There are certainly 
none at this Time, with regard to the Port, 
that did not ſubſiſt twenty Years ago; and 


with regard to Fortifications, what 1s the 


Foundation of the preſent Out- cry from the 


other Side of the Water? You thunder out 


Vengeance from Court, from the Senate, from 
the whole People; the deſtruction of that 
Town is Threatened univerſally, and yet you 
wonder that France raiſes ſome few Batte- 
ries on 'the Sea-Coaſt to prevent a Surprize. 
You: proclaim every where, that you deſign . 


to employ your Forces in the Netherlands 


againſt that open Town, and yet you are ſur- 
* that Trenches are raiſed to cover it. 
You give Cauſe for the Jealouſy which o- 


bliges France to arm on that Side, and you 
would make her arming a Pretext for draw - 


ing us into an offenſive Alliance againſt her; 
like the fat Burgher who preſsd out of a nar- 
row Door, thro' a Crowd, and cry'd out all 
the way as he went, Lord ! that People will be 
o cruel as to ſqueeze a poor fickly Man to 
Death, when all the while he himſelf was 
the ſole Occaſion of the Preſſure he com- 
e F 

This Clamour about Dunkirk may be uſe- 


ful to the New Miniftry to cover their Sub- 


miſſion, 


\ 


miſion to the Minifter, whom but à few 
Weeks before, they proſeſs'd to contemn and 
deteſt; it may be neceſſary towards lulling 
a ſupine, forgiving People into a fatal Secu- 
rity; but, my noble I. — ds, tis quite unneceſ- 
ſary on this Side of the Water, unleſs it be 
that it may be echoed back to che other, for 
the N I have already mentioned. We 
are acquainted with the true Situation of the 
Place; we knew every Motion of the French 
to ſecure it; and this certain Knowledge we 
have of what paſſes there, creates ſuch a Se- 
curity, as no Outcry from your Side of the 
Water, ſhall ever deſtroy or diſturb. Had 
there been a real Foundation for the Qutcry; 
had there been a real Intention to attack 

France on that Side, the way to ſecure Succeſs 
was not to proclaim ſuch a Deſign ;. but Dun- 
kirk, like the poor deluded Queen; of Hun- 
gary, was taken into the general Scheme of 
ſecuring the New Minifiry, enlarging the 
Power of the Court, and preventing an effec- 
tual Enquiry into the Conduct of the late Mi- 
28 Theſe may be cogent Reaſons with 
the Cabinet of L——2z ; but I will be ſo 
plain as to declare, that they have no kind of 
iy eight here at the Hague, where we are not 
unacquainted with the Views of the Court of 


B——2, to aggrandize H———r, and fix 
Power on the Ruins of Libere. 

I have made a curſory Mention of the Mo- 
— 3 _ tives 
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| nen all EY were fuſcepriple of Corrupti- 
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tives, which, I think > ne the Court of 


L— = to preſs us ſo earneſtly into an of- 
fenſive Alliance againſt Vrance; I ſhall now 


endeavour to point᷑ out our Motives for de- 


clining to contract any Engagement that 
feems to threaten the Tranquility. of the Re- 


et Aan 455 


I bave taken aan Pains to trace out the | 


Conduct of the late Miniſter, in order to ſhew 
that the Republick could, with no Safety 
imaginable, —_ with, or rely on the 
Court of L, whilſt he was at the Helm: 
And I have obſerved ſuccinctly on the Con- 
duct of the New Miniſiiy, and compared it 
with the late, that it might be ſeen whether 


or no the Reaſons ſtill fubſiſt, which indu- 


ced the States to harbour a Diffidence of the 
Virtus and Miſdom of their ancient Allies. 
If the Conduct be the ſame, as it ſeems to 


me evident that it is, the ſame Reaſons ſtill 


ſubſiſt, for our deſtruſting the Court of L—z 
at preſent, as much as during the public In- 
fluence of the late Minifter ; and that the 


Conduct of che late and preſent Miniſtries 
is the ſame; appears, I think maniſcltly, from 


the Conſequences. For inſtance ; the late 
Minifter- was obnoxious to the whole Nati- 
on, his Penſioners excepted ; Are his Succel. 
ſors more belov'd ? The late Miniſter, ſcreen- 
ed all che Delinquents of his Party, and cor- 
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none? The late Miniſter ſacrificed the Trea- 
ſure, the Power, the Honour of his Country, 
and Freedom of his Countrymen to a Foreign 
Concern, i in- order to acquire Confidence, and 
continue his own Influence: What bave his 
Succeſſors done, that ſhews they have ſwery- 
ed in a Tittle from his Self. interęſted Maxims ? 
The late Miniſter's bad Conduct and his 
R——] M——r's Support of him, produced 
Murmurs, Jealouſies, Bene will 
ſay diſaffect—; bave his Sugceſſons taken any 
Pains to calm the Minds of the People; or 
are they leſs diſcontented, or more reconcil- 
ed to cheſe than to him? As the Conduct 


was the ſame, ſo do we find the Conſequen- 


ces to be. The ſame Ill. blood at Home, the 
ſame Diſtruſt abroad; the ſame Meaſures, 
the ſame Maxims, the ſame dangerous and 
unſafe Politicks followed in this, as in that 


Adminiſtration. | 


My L—ds, at the Time that we engaged 
| t laſt, againſt France, there were 
no Diviſions,” no Diſcontent that couldpoſh- 
bly obſtruft a vigorous Proſecution of that 


juſt and neceſſary, War: The Queen was be⸗ 


loved; ſhe had not a ſingle Enemy within 


her extended Dominions; ſhe had no Intereſt. 


ſeparate from her People; and they believed 
ſo, having hourly: Proots of ber Tenderneſs 
for them. We hope the preſent Prince is e- 
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qually beloved, not doubting that he is equal- 
ty human and bountiful ; but we are. ſure his 
Miniſtry are neither as beloved or eſteem'd 


as Queen Anne's were. In thoſe Days your 


Debts were not great, and your Taxes were 
moderate; your Frade was beneficial; your In- 


duſtry was quick; your Luxury was a Pigmy, 


if compared with what it is at preſent. Sure 
I need not ſhew how greatly the Scene is alter- 
ed of late. I need not be at the Pains of 
pointing out what every one here knows; 


what all Europe knows. 5 
Me cannot but ſee, what all the World 


* 


ſees, that B——# has neither S——-02 to di- 


” 


tles except your L——ps. We can't avoid 
ſeeing the Decreaſe of her Trade, the Weight 
of her Taxes, her Luxury, and her Debts, 
which mighthave been paid off before now; 
and we muſt'be infatuated not to perceive, 
that ſhe is infinitely in a worſe Plight at this 


rect her Councils, nor G—— 1s to fight her Bat- 


Time than when we entered into an Offenſive | 


Alliance with Queen Anne. 6 
In thoſe Days we could rely on the Wiſ- 

dom of B, her Steadinefs, and Regard 

for the Liberty of Europe, and the Proteſtant 


Intereſt; but can we do ſo now, after ſo ma- 


ny repeated Teſts of her bad Conduct? Can 
we ſhut our Eyes to her Conduct towards her 
natural Allies, fince the Death of that excel- 
lent Princeſs, who was the Soul of the late 
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general Alliance? Have we not ſeen the late 
Emperor, the Princes of the Empire, the Kin 
of .Sardinia, and this Republic lighted al- 
ways, often irritated, whilſt ſervile Court was 
| 15 to France? Have we not ſeen the natural 

ntereſt of B——2, in every Inſtance, ſacri- 
ficed to a determined Den of aggrandizing 
Hr and becoming powerful in the Em- 
pire? Have we not obſerved every Admini- 
ſtration bow to the private Views, the Humour 
and the Foibles of Man, in Violation of their 
|| Love and Duty to their Country? Could we, 
or did you yourſelves, my L— ds, perceive 
any the leaſt Traces of either Patrioti/m or 
Fiſdom in the Conduct of your Cabinet for 
near the third Part of a Century? ? 
Ihe fatal Conſequences of fo miſtaken a 
Conduct, are too viſible to be overlooked. We 
ſee them with that ſincere Concern which 
Friendſhip dictates. We ſee a divided, dil- | 
contented People overburthened with Taxes, | 
1 groaning under the Preſſure of Debts, Decay 
of Trade, Luxury, and Penal Laws. We | 
ſee this People not og ago the Terror of 
Tyranny, and delight of the Virtuous, now 
become the Object of general Scorn and De- 
riſion. Such are the dire Conſequences of a 
Series of Blunders and falſe Politicks. 
Lou may perceive, my L—ds, from what 
I have ſaid of the Conduct of your Cabinet, 
and the Situation of your Country, that I 
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don't hold it prudent or ſafe for this Re 


Miſconduct has precipitated a daring, pow- 


erful, faithful Nation into? Irreſolution, Po- 
verty and Perfidy? Can we venture on your 
Councils or your Efforts in the Proſecution 
of a French War, when we ſee how 25 have 
miſapplied your Force, and your Time in 


+ 


carrying on your preſent War with Spain. 


To embark the Republick in an expenſive dan- 
gerous War, in Conjunction with a divided, 
diſcontented, debilitated, burthened, ill-con- 
ducted Nation, would be a Weakneſs, re- 
moved, but by a very lender Partition, from 
Madneſs. Forbid it, Heaven! that the Ser- 
vants of the State ſhould be Enemies and Be- 
trayers of the Republick. © 

We cannot ſee the Danger or Injuſtice of 


the Alliance of France with Bavaria. We 


can't ſee that the Balance of Power would be 
affected, ſhould the Queen of Hungary part 
with one of her Provinces to content the Em- 
36k | peror, 


CC 
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Perot, W ho has a2 Claim to more 3 nor do L- 
ſee why it ſhould be more unjuſt in France to 
aſſiſt the preſent Emperor, than it is for Bri- 
tain to aid the Queen of H ungary. It is the 
Intereſt of Britain, you will ſay; the French. 
will ſay as much. But you will urge the 
late Guaranty of France of the Pragmatick 
Sanſtion. That there was ſuch a Guaranty 
ſpeciſied in the Definitive Treaty, concluded 

etween the late Emperor and France in 1735, 


ig very true; but it is as certain, that that 


Treaty was never ratified, for Reatons ſolely 
owing to the Politicks of the Cabinet of Vienna. 
I Would not have it thonght that I am an 
Advacate for France, in aſſerting, that I can't 
perceive the Juſtice of breaking with her, on 
Account of her Alliance with the Emperor. 
am no Enemy to France whilſt ſhe remains 
within the Bounds of Moderation; but de- 
clare myſelf, as all my Colleaguesdo, her a- 


| yowed Enemy whenever ſhe appears to have a 


View to Conqueſt. She can have none on the 
Side of Germany; and ſhould ſhe ever caſt a 
wiſhful Eye towards our Barrier, or any Part 
of the Netherlands," we think ourſelves pow- 


erful enough to ſtay her Career, till we ſhall 


be joined by Powers, whoſe Intereſt itwill be - 
to check the Flight of that Crown. | 
- ?Tis inſinuated that France is reduced, and 
for that Reaſon we are preſs'd to join in wor- 
rying her. If the Fact had been true, where 


would 
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would be the Honour or the Equity of fall- 1 
| ing upon an inoffenſive Man becauſe he hap- 
| pens to be feeble and'unarmed ? Is ſhe reduced 

| now, ſhe will be more ſo preſently: The 

1 Drains upon her, both in Blood and Treaſure, 

to Germany will help on her Conſumption, 
W faſter in one Campaign, than a War in Flan- 
= ders would in ſix. But a War in Flanders 
4 would ſet: B into ſuch a galloping 
= Conſumption,. as would force her Allies to a 
8 Peace, which muſt turn to the Advantage of 
Wl France. If Britain, who prides ' herſelf in 
' being Empreſs of the Ocean, makes ſo mi- 
1 ſerable a hand of a War on her favourite E- 
W | lement, what a ſcurvy. Figure muſt ſhe make 


1 in a foreign Land-War againſt the power- 
Wl fulleſt Nation in the World? 
| | dene Ls, are you in earneſt when 
1 you tell us that France is reduced? What are 
Wo her Debts? P11 anſwer they don't amount to 
Wl; 2a fourth of what Britain owes. What are 
W | her Taxes? Not half what is paid in England. 
\ The Trade of France is viſibly increaſed; that 
Wl | of Britain is obviouſly decreaſed, ' This Gaſ- 
1 conade of pulling down. France, this Eager- 
neſs to preſs the Republick/ into an offenſive 
Alliance againſt that Crown, may ſerve the 
| Purpoſes of the new B =- Miniſtry; their | 
Meaſures may require ſuch Props. But, my 
I. ds, the Se rvants of this Republick want 
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ſhall look upon tho 
in the Netherlands, as Enemies to the Repub- 


no ſuch-Aids. They have no Views, no In- 


tereſt ſeparate from the Good of their dear 


Country. They ferve her to the beſt of their 
Skill, and the utmoſt of their Power. They 


have not, nor never will put their Country to 
an immenſe, or any Expence, in order to ſnare 

of the Spoil, or delude their Colintrymen. 

Had the Seryants of B. öbſerved chis 


wile and Patriot Maxim, ſince the A9 
their Country would be at this Time as pow- 
erful as ſhe is otherwiſe, and France as reduced 


as ſhe is falſely painted to be. 
To put an End to this Conference, which 
we hope will be the laſt on the preſent Subject, 


I muſt freely declare, that the Conduct of 
B——27 all along, has been ſuch as would de- 


ter us from entering into new Contracts with 


her, ſuppoſing we thought her in earneſt. 


But as there is room for believing that all her 
late Buſtle and Outcry are calculated to ſerve 
certain domeſtick Purpoſes, we deſire to be ex- 
cuſed from having any hand in countenancing 


ministerial Colluſion. We have ſo augment- 


ed our Forces that we are in no Dread of 


France or any other Power, The Neutrality 
of the Nether lands is ſo-much our Intereſt : 


tis ſo much the Intereſt of Europe, that we 
are reſolved to preſerve it at all Hazards. 


Therefore, my L—ds, to convince you of 


dandour, we F tell you that we 
e who commit Hoſtilities 
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and treat them as ſuch to the utmoſt f { 
dur Power, Your L—ds, will be pleaſed: 


to look upon this as the final Anſwer to te 
Propoſals you have made us from your Court. 

I am now to beg. your L——d's Pardon for 

* having taken up ſo much of your Time, and 
Particularly for my 

I to which: ne Nat 
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